U15 Shire League Match Report by Ian Maguire
Result:  Northumberland  14 – 6  Cumbria

Cumbria U15s played their second Shires League match of the 2011-12 season at Lightfoot college on Saturday 1st October, against a strong Northumberland side.
In hot, energy sapping conditions the team battled hard and with a bit more luck the score would have been a lot closer.

First up was Mixed doubles, with the first two pairings battling hard but without much success. Next came the pairing of Gorst/Ivison who after losing a close first game, won a tight second game and their experience told in the third, to win it comfortably. The final pair lost a close second game 23:21 and after the mixed matches the score was 3:1 to Northumberland.
Next came the game of the match between James Bowness of Cumbria and Philip Pahatouridis of Northumberland. Both players produced some very high quality Badminton and the result was in the balance right to the end. James edging the first game 21-19 and then Phillip came back to take the 2nd game 22-20, setting up a nail biting 3rd set, with both players looking tired after some very long and punishing rallies. At 20-19 in the third James thought he had won it but was denied by Phillip. Gathering the last of his strength James fought back to clinch it 23:21. 
While James performed his heroics on court 1, the rest of the Cumbria boys had a much harder time of it. They did not manage to win any games but Ruaridh Kennedy lost one of his games 25:23.
Next came the four girl singles with Cumbria No1 Emily Armstrong, taking on the Northumberland No1. Emily lost the first game 21:15 but fought back to take the second 21:14 and then proceeded to run away with the 3rd 21:8. Georgina Lowe fought hard in her match and was unlucky to lose the 2nd game 22:20. Natalie Gorst lost a close 1st game but she struggled in the 2nd game due to the playing conditions. Fourth girl Laura Maguire, after losing the 1st game, battled back to take the 2nd but like Natalie, found the conditions difficult and lost the third 21-9.
Next came the level doubles with a strong performance from the Girls pairing of Armstrong/Lowe, taking both their rubbers. The boys pairing of Bowness/Gilbertson won one of their rubbers. The remaining rubbers were all taken by Northumberland, with Ivison/Kennedy managing  to take one of the matches to 3 sets, as did the girls pairing of Gorst/Maguire..
All in all it was a good team effort by the Cumbria U15’s who will hopefully take this form on to there first home match against Lancashire 1 in a month’s time. The team spirit shone throughout a difficult match with everybody giving 100%. 

Special mention should go to James and Emily who have both maintained their 100% Singles records, playing at No1 position.
Full team:-

James Bowness      Emily Armstrong

Kyle Gilbertson      Georgina Lowe

Ruaridh Kennedy  Natalie Gorst

Mark Ivison           Laura Maguire

